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President’s Message (alendar of Events

The future for Florida looks bright. Florida is the

sunshine state, why not solar power? Meeting:  Thursday, November 6th @ 7 pm,

. ) speaker Commissioner Doug Coward.
A couple years ago, Harold Phillips — while

conservation chair, suggested we place solar panels on Field Trip:
our roofs to contribute to the environment and reduce
our electric bills.

Saturday, November 8th, 8 am

to the Savannas Preserve.

) (See back cover for more details.)
Only about one percent of the energy used worldwide

comes from the sun. When only a small fraction of the

light spectrum is used, solar power is inefficient and Upcoml“g Events
expensive. We were told the Mars Rovers, powered by Oxbow Eco Center pres ents

solar energy, would last about three months. The solar
panels on the Mars Rovers use a wider range of Wakwp Ca" Lectu re Serl es

wavelengths and after four years are going strong.

*
Ray Kurzwell, an inventor who predicted the November 1st* 11 am

widespread use of the internet with wireless access, Join world renowned fish ecologist and Indian
now predicts, in the next five years nano engineered River Lagoon expert, Dr. Grant Gilmore, and learn
solar panels will make them light, inexpensive and what makes the St. Lucie River unique.

very efficient at converting solar energy. If he is Explore threats to the health of the river, and
correct, solar panels in Florida will be a no-brainer. discuss potential solutions for maintaining the

river's biodiversity. Dr. Gilmore will take you on a
journey down the river by interpreting Oxbow's
beautiful river display. This is a FREE event, just
field trips. Thank you for your support. bring your coffee cup to enjoy some shade grown

coffee for the birds.

Help us make a difference. Become a member of
St.Lucie Audubon, attend our meetings and join our

Dan Walma

Meeting Place New Members

Eva Warren
Oxbow Eco-Center Margaret Ginger
5400 NE St. James Drive Welcame

Port St. Lucie, F1 34983

Located 1.5 miles south of Midway Road inf . 3
/ 1.5 miles north of Airoso Blvd. Information on page 3.

Not yet a member? Please see membership
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Since St. Lucie County remains on two-day-per-week
landscape watering restrictions, rain has been on my mind
lately. Rainfall, whether lacking or in excess, is important to
all living things. As described in the October 19, 2008 Port
St. Lucie News, there is a volunteer organization that helps
the National Weather Service track rainfall.

This organization is the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail
& Snow Network (CoCoRaHS). Founded in 1998 at
Colorado State University, the network now includes
volunteers in 36 states, including Florida. CoCoRaHS is a
non-profit, community-based network of volunteers that
work together to measure precipitation. Anyone can be a
volunteer, regardless of age or background.

As stated on their Web site ( http://www.cocorahs.org ),
the network has several goals: 1) provide accurate
high-quality precipitation data for our many end users on a
timely basis; 2) increasing the density of precipitation data
available throughout the country by encouraging volunteer
weather observing; 3) encouraging citizens to have fun
participating in meteorological science and heightening
their awareness about weather; 4) providing enrichment
activities in water and weather resources for teachers,
educators and the community at large to name a few.

The precipitation data that volunteers collect is used by the
National Weather Service, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), many universities, and
state/local water districts. All you need to participate is a
specific rain gauge and enthusiasm for tracking the
weather. | have signed up, and CoCoRabhs is calling for
more volunteers from the Treasure Coast area. Your

The web is full of sites that should delight a birdwatcher,
including our own stlucieaudubon.org. Be sure to check
out the video of St. Lucie Birds if you haven't done so.

Webmaster Mary Dodge also recommends a start-up site
www.birdpost.com. This site solicits its members to post
sightings on a Google Map, and has lots of other features.
By the way, she's sent them a list of birds on our annual
Christmas Count to be used as a start for sightings in the
St. Lucie County region, however the busy webmasters
have not had a chance to upload it yet. Once it's up,
reported sightings in the county will be added to list.

Christmas Bird Count
Volunteers Neede

The annual Christmas Bird Count
sponsored by the National
Audubon Society will be held in
Fort Pierce/Port St. Lucie on
Saturday, December 20 this year. | am in need
of a few people to participate in the count.
Counters must be able to identify the birds that
normally frequent our county. The counters must
start at 7:30 or earlier if there is a chance of
seeing owls and continue until finished with
territory. Most counts should take about 8 hours.

If interested call Dotty Hull at 340 -2226.
participation would advance science and provide more
accurate information for better water management.
2008 - 2009 Chapter Officers & Committees Get your Laughing
President Dan Walma oculusdwl@aol.com o
Vice President Ruth Neese eddie_ruth@msn.com GU” by € - mall
Recording Secretary Elsa Millard Icphoto618@bellsouth.net
Corresponding Secretarly Millie Estersohn milliern@comcast.net Do tGreenThingo a
Treasurer Liz Dunleavy DunZippy@aol.com
DirectoratLarge Hank Hull hankhull@hotmail.com help our Chapter save
Marti Mook martimook@hotmail.com printing and ma|||ng costs by
Newsletter Editor Veronica Berrones | berronesl@yahoo.com .
Webmaster Mary Dodge mary@jackmaryetc.com gettmg yOUI" newsletter by
Program Chairs Grace Stock graceestock@peoplepc.cof email. No Special program is needed to open |t’
Liz Dunleavy DunZippy@aol.com . . . i
Field Trip Chair Hank Hull hankhull@hotmal.com and you can print it out if you prefer to read if
Membership Chair Dotty Hull flbird40@bellsouth.net offline. To Sign up, send your name and email
Conservation Chair Ed Bowes eddie_ruth@msn.com .
Chapter Historian | Judy Gersony | Jagersony@hommaiicom | @ddress to newsletter@stlucieaudubon.org
Education Chair Terri Brown tmibrown761@bellsouth.ng
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Membership Renewals

EA one-year chapter membership extends from
i October to October. You may use the coupon below
 to begin or renew your membership.

§SLAS is now offering a Chapter-only annual
rmembership for those who want to financially support
their local chapter. The following dues options apply:

Individual: $20 per year
Family: $25 per year
(for 2 or more people in same household )
Sponsor: $50 per year
Patron: $100 per year
Lifetime: $500

Each local membership includes a subscription to the i
; newsl etter AThe
‘receive AThe Laughing Gu
i electronically via email. Please indicate your

' preference below.

monthly

. Please make checks payable to and send to: St.
gLucie Audubon Society, P.O. Box 12474, Fort Pierce,
i FL 34979

, Name:
éAddress:
| City:
! State:
. Phone:
1 E-mail:
i New membership:

Zip:

Renewal:

Pl ease
Email

Jhanks for yeur suppart.

send my
or Standard mail :

6

Feathered Friends

' The National Audubon website has an
' interesting website filled with

' information taken from John James
"Audubonos

ABirds
from 1937. The site tells the story

' of the life of Audubon along with many other

. features relating to his life. It also includes a

! portfolio of his beautiful artwork along with

! descriptions of the birds and their habits. There
! is a link for alphabetical list of bird image

! plates, birds listed by family, state birds,

! extinct birds, and more. There is also an article

%bgut PHISI Iir1;e. Mu(%h Olf \I/vhoa'f we\l(monv abn?léllt

o P \c/jisa g[sotd;an% at g %aeicla uzsr €
This is a great resource for anyone wanting to
know more about birds. This wonderful

; addition to the Audubon website can be found

at: http://www.audubon.org/bird/BoA/

of

AL

JUNGLE CH

1:00 PM Daily
See alligators, turtles, birds and more.
River Park Marina on Prima Vista Blvd.

BIRD WATCHING CRUISE

4:00PM Wednesday (seasonal)
Experience Bird Island & see several hundred

geatiagn Qirq§!gRin§Q§t|e Pag,k/ I\@c&pqrt Rd.

RESERVATION REQUIRED
River Lilly 772 -489 -8344

UISE

clear blue sky.

S| mple FaCt' The Bald Eagle, America's symbol, is the largest eagle commonly found in the
United States and Canada. With a 90 inch wingspan, a mature Bald Eagle, is unmistakable against the

An adult Bald Eagle has a white head, white tail and brown body. It has a distinctive white eye, and mas-
sive yellow beak. Immature and juvenile Bald Eagles are all brown and resemble Golden Eagles. It takes
four to five years for Bald Eagles to acquire adult plumage. Males and females look alike. Bald Eagles
can grow to 33 inches. More information can be found at http://www.mrnussbaum.com/baldeagle.htm.

LAUGHING GULL



http://www.audubon.org/bird/BoA/BOA_index.html

Meeting: Thursday, November 6 ™ @ 7pm

St. Lucie County Commissioner Doug Coward speaking on St. Lucie County
and environmental issues. Followed by question & answers session.

Field Trip: Saturday November8 ™ @ 8 am

Our November 8 field trip will be at Savannas Preserve at 9551 Gumbo
Limbo Lane off Walton Road in Port St. Lucie. Meet at the Visitor Center at
8:00 a.m. for a drive down to the canoe launch and some additional birding
around the center afterwards. Take U.S. 1 to Walton Rd. in Port St. Lucie
and go east for about 2 miles. Center will be on the left.

Enclosed with this issue of our St. Lucie Audubon newsletter are a copy of our membership
application and a list of committees. We would appreciate it if you would return the committee list
as we need your help to make our chapter more interesting and effective in our conservation efforts.

Due to the fact that National Audubon shares only a minimal contribution to us, we are financially
able to mail newsletters only to those who have joined our local chapter. We will e -mail the October
- May newsletters to anyone who sends us their e -mail address.
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